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ROMANS -XIIl. 4 
FOR be is the minifter of GOD to thee for good. 


env S man.was formed a fociable crea- 
: ; ture, capable of the delights and 

7) advantages of focial life ; to be 
) enjoyed in purfuing his own good, 
Kt with that of others at the fame 
4 time; confequently, his happinefs 
in degree muft confift, in the 


nature. And that. thefe may be gratified, there 
muft be opportunity had therefor. Which is 
obtained in fome meafure, by men’s forming 


becoming 


exercife of thofe focial virtues effential to his . 


into fociety and connections ; each individual . 
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becoming a member of the community ; whereby, 
they may be mutually ferviceable to each other; 
and promote the good of the whole colle¢tively. 
—For the ftrength of each member united, forms 
the ftrength of the whole body: defigned for 
general fecurity and publick happinefs. And 
capacitates all, both rulers and fubjedts, to ferve 
GOD and their generation, better than their 
condition would permit them to do, while un- 
connected individuals. 


THIS appears to be an obvious dictate of 
nature. For ’tis fuppofed that all, even the moft 
ignorant and barbarous nations on earth, entirely 
deftitute of the light of divine revelation, are 
under at leaft, fome general political rules of 
government. Nor-can a people fubfift in a vi- 
cinity, with any tolerable fafety without it. For 
’tis obferved, that a {tate of mere anarchy, is a 
fiate of perpetual war; where no fecurity, or 
focial happinefs can be expected. 


VARIOUS are the forms of civil government, 
that have obtained in different countries, through 
fucceflive ages. "Tis evidently the will of GOD, 
and agreeable to the nature of man, to form into 
focieties ; not only of a religious, but likewife 


cf 
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of a political nature; for mutual good and pub- 
lick benefit. But he has not been pleafed to 
give us the particular form of it, to be perpe- 
tually obferved by all generations. This appears 
to be left among the difcretionaties to the fons 
ofmen. As all are born free, therefore antecedent 
to all combinations, no one has an inherent,. 
independent, underived power and right of domi- 
nion over his neighbour. 


BUT in an unconnected ftate of independent: 
liberty, nothing forbids a people, by mutual con- 
fent-incorporating, and becoming a body politick, 
confifting of rulers'and fubjeéts ; which is com- 
prifed in the idea of civil government. And the 
fubjeéts may give up of their rights, liberties and 
properties ; and put all that power into the hands 
of the rulers, /o far, as is neceffary to anfwer the 
good ends of government: the publick fafety and 
happinefs. And when this is done by free con- 
fent, and mutual compact, it becomes the moddle 
of government—the band of fociety :—it limits 
the power of the rulers—fecures the rights of the 
people—is the ftandard of juftice for rulers, and 
fubjetts—and the regulating meafure of duty to. 
both, mutually. 


‘ THERE 


Seg 
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THERE is (probably) no human form of 

.. government on earth, free of all poffible inconve- 

niencies. And perhaps no one fcrm can fute the 

. {tate and genius of every nation (if of any one) 

at all times. Which probably is one reafon of 

that multifarious government that obtains in the 
world of mankind. 


BUT, the Briti/b legiflature, confitting of three 
branches ; to check, moderate, and temper each 
other; it is imagined is preferable to any other, 
we have the knowledge of. GOD grant, the 
Britith conftitution may long continue !—the juft 
claims of the crown and /ubjec?, be mutually ac- 
knowledged, and fully enjoyed : without which 
the good ends of government may not be looked 


for. ' 


WHEN men in free ftates, (under-the dire&- 
ing and difpofing providence of GOD) are, by 
the fuffrages of electors, put into feats of power 
and government, (fo far as it correfponds with 
the divine will,) GOD as it were ratifies it ; 
whereby they become civil. minifters of GOD : 
and as fuch are to be acknowledged, and treated 
by the fubjects. = 


THUS 


OST i age en eel a 
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THUS the context : Let every foul be fubject 
unto the higher powers. For there ts no power, but 
of GOD: the powers that be are ordained of GOD. 
W hofoever therefore refifteth the power, refifieth the 
ordinance of GOD. But left any fhould be filled 
with unneceffary apprehenfions from the civil 
{word, St. Paul adds, w/t thou then not be afraid 
of the power ? do that which is good, and thou 
Shalt have praife of the fame. For civil power, as 
an ordinance of GOD, was never defigned to 
hurt the innocent ; but to protect and defend 
them ; as well as to punith offenders. For as in 
the text 4e (that is the civil magiftrate) zs ze 
-minifter of GOD to thee for good. As this will 
be the effect and confequence of wife government, 
-duly exercifed, and chearfully fubmitted to for 
confcience fake. 


THE words thus introduced, invite our atten= 
tion to three things. 


J. CIVIL rulers are an ordinance of GOD. 
——He is the minifter of GOD. 


WI. THE fubjedt, concerning and over whom, 
civil government is to be exercifed ; i. e. the people 
under government. For he is the minifter of GOD 


to thee. ~ = 
eB Ill. THE 
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lil. HE great, and primary end of civil 
government, (fubordinate teGOD's glory) is the 
good of mankind, or. the publick interet, He is: 
the minifter of GOD to thee for good. 


Of thefe in order, 


I. @IVFE rulers are an ordinance of GOD, 
——He is the minifter of GOD, 

To evidence which we may obferve, 
FIRST, 

THAT it is. apparently agreeable to the. will: 
of GOD, as his ordinance, evidently pointed. 
out, and prefcribed in the facred oracles; that. 
there fhould be rulers and fubjects, with expreft 
duties enjoined upon rulers, by divine authority, 
to act in character, as civil minifters of GOD. . 
And I need not depart from the fex¢, and context, 
fully to eftablifh the point in view. St. Paul 
exprefsly fays, There is no power but of GOD :_ 
(i. e. no juft power that GOD will ever own) 
the powers that be, are ordained of GOD. Who- 
JSosver therefore refifteh the power, (with which 
the civil magiftrate.is properly invefted, and duly 
exercifes), reffteth the ordinance of GOD. ; Fer. 

Sa bape ee Pie 


. 
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be is the mintfter of GOD.~ For which reafon, 
rebellion againtt juft authority, properly exerciled, 
is refiting an ordinance of GOD 3 and not of 
. man oaly. . The civil magiftrate is a revenger in 
GOD’s ftead, to execute wrath upon him that doth 
evil, For this he does, not in a private capacity, 
‘put as GOD’s minifter and fervant. This chap- 
ter, which is called by fome, the politicks of St. 
Paul, fafficiently confirms the truth of the pro- 
pofition. But as this point has often been largely 


difcuffed in this defk, on alike occafion, I fhall. 


but touch upon it: and proceed to fay, . 


SECONDLY; : 

THAT the direfing and over-ruling provi- 
dence of GOD, is fpecially concerned, in the 
difpofal of civil power and authority ; into the 


hands of individuals for publick ufe. ‘This is. 
fo manifeft a truth, that it cannot be denied 5. 


without denying GOD’s government over his own 


world: to do which, is no better than faying, 


there isno GOD.. For there is no event.can take 
place in the univerfe, unconnected with the go- 
verning, and difpofing providence of GOD. 


AND as it is the pleafure of HEAVEN, that. 


there fhould be magiftrates, to protect the inno- 
cent—punifh the guilty—and guard the peace of 
fociety ; 


ea 


aa 
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fociety ; fo there is evidently the hand of divine 
Providence, in directing to the particular perfons 
for rulers. Which feems to be more efpecially 
concerned in this, than in many other matters. 
For the fupreme Ruler himfelf, has been wont 
fometimes, to intereft himfelf, fo far, as to nomi- 
nate and appoint the individuals : as Saul, David, 
Solomon and others. Thus, he called Cyrus by 
name, at leaft two hundred years before he was 
born, to rule over the Perfian empire ; and to do 
fignal fervice for GOD, and his people. Thus 
faith the LORD to his anointed, to Cyrus, whofe 
right-hand I have holden, to fubdue nations before 
hin: Por ‘facob my fervant’s fake, and Irael 


mine elect, I have even called thee by thy name. ft. 


INDEED, the difpofing providence of GOD,’ 
is evidently concerned in events, to men, the 
moft contingent and fortuitous. As the wife 
man obferves, Te lot is caft into the lap: but the 
whole difpofing thereof is of the LORD. * With 
great truth and propriety then we may fay, that 
the providential hand of the /upreme Ruler of the 
world, is very {pecially concerned in the difpofal 
of government over men : and that equally fo, 
even in the moft free elective ftates. For GOD 

iB here : has 

“S = Waiah zlv..1, 4,  * Prov. xvi. 33. 
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has the hearts of all men, as well as of kings, in 
his hand: and as the rivers of water, he turneth 
them whitherfoever. he will. 


And to fay, 


THIRDLY, Civil-minifters.are an ordinance 
of GOD, in as much as it is by direction and 
afliftance from GOD, theyare.enabled to act up 
to their character, in difcharging the truft repofed 
in them. The divine fyftem of moral govern- 
ment, holds forth much light and direction.to 
civil-rulers : and the more they conform to it, 
in heart and in life, the better will they an{wer 
to the appellation given them as Gods ; and more 
effectually reach their character, as civil minifters 
of GOD, for publick, good to mankind. 


AND we find wifdom itfelf, (or CHRIST) 
exprefsly fays, Coun/el is mine, and found wifdom: 
I am underflanding ; I have ftrength. By me 
kings reign, and princes decree juftice. .By me prin- 
ces rule, and nobles, even all the judges of the earth.|| 


KING Solomon fays, The king’s heart is in the 
hand of the LORD, as the rivers of water: be 


curneth it whitherfoever be will.* And early upon 
Cc. shis 


| Prov. viii. 14,15,16. * Prov. xxi. 1. 


ke. 4m, EleGtion: Sermon; 


his acceffion to the jewifh throne, although he. 
was fecond to none for wifdom ; yet fenfible of. 
the importance of his. exalted ftation, and his. 
need of divine aids to fway the fcepter in righ-. 

teoufnefs ; he afked for an underftanding heart, 

to difcern judgment, .and. rule over fo great.a 

people. This he preferred to any other gift, when . 
put to his option: and the.thing pleafed the 

LORD ; who not-only granted his requeft, but . 
added likewife riches and honour. + 


A fenfible dependence. on GOD. the fupreme 
Ruler, and exhauftlefs fource of light, underftan- 
ding and wifdom for direction and affiftance, is . 
highly becoming political rulers. And doubtlefs 
every one of that dignified character, whofe. hearts . 
are warmed and influenced by the love of GOD,: 
and benevolence to man, will fervently defire, © 
and earneftly afk. wifdom of HIM, who giveth -to. 
all men liberally, and upbraideth not. ** That he 
may rife up to the character of a fervant, and~ 
inftrument of GOD, for publick good to man-. 
kind ; whofe happinefs he feels himfelf interefted 
in, and deeply concerned to promote. 


_ Which brings into view, the 
Il. General propofition, vize 


FHE 
$ 1 Kings, chap. 3.. * James 1. 5, 
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THE fubjeét, concerning and over whom, civil 


government is to be exercifed : i. €. the people under 
government. He is the minifter of GOD to THEE. 


THIS is the next, and-immediate ob jeé, that 
claims the attention of civil rulers. ’Tis expref- 
fed in.the text by the word THEE; which altho’ 
it-be of the fingular namber, yet in this connexion 
it admits of a plural conftruction. It means the 
fubjeéts over whom civil minifters. of GOD are 
fet. 

RULERS and fubjeats: are correlates, in free 
eleGtive ftates (like this colony), they have a ne-- 


ceffary relatiom to, and mutual dependence on: 


each other: Nor can it-be otherwife-in all re-- 
{pects, fo long as that relation fubfifts. 


GOD never ordained magiftracy, andby his 


difpofing providence advanced men to feats of 


dignity and authority over others, to have /e//, . 


and their own private intereft, the gtand object 
to aim at. Such a thought, would be a difhon- 
orable refle€tion upon the wifdom. and. benevo- 
lence of the /upreme Ruler: . 

NO one can pretend that civil government, 
as an ordinance of GOD, was ever defigned to 
advance men to feats of dignity. and rule, to plume 
themfelves with the gilded feathers of ftate ; in 
order to indulge foth—luxury—and avarice, at 


publick. 
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publick expence. Much lefs wantonly to exer- 
cife the power with which they are invefted, in 
acting the tyrant. Nor yet, to improve fawning 
dependents and parricides, to opprefs .the fubjects 
with unconftitutional decrees, and usrighteous 
meafures, which they will greedily execute, for 
a low title, and a piece of bread. Surely no. 
GOD’s inftitutions. are.ali worthy of himfelf, 


CIVIL RULERS are to fix their eyes, and 
their hearts too, upon the interefting concerns 
ef their fubjeéts ; fo far as they are found within 
the province of rulers. And if they loofe fight 
of that ohje@, they will mifs the mark ; and fail 
of reaching the end ef their inftitution. For it 
mutt be remembred, that, rulers (as an ordinance 
of GOD,) are made for:the people; and not people 
for the rulers. And they are by divine appoint- 
ment, ‘to attend continually upon this very thing. 
And in return, a tribute of honour, Jove, fear, 
fubjeGtion and reward; in proportion to the dig- 
nity of their refpective departments and fervices, 
is their due from the fubje@. Thus fays the 
Apoftle to the Gentiles : Wherefore, ye mu/t needs 
be fuljett, not only for wrath, but alfo for confcience 
fake. For, for this caufe, pay you tribute alfa: 
Sor they are GOD’s minifters, attending continu- 
ally upon this very thing. Render therefore to all 

‘ _ their 
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“their dues: tribute to whom tribute is due, cuftom 
to whom cuftom, fear to whom fear, honour to 
whom honour. t Andageneral reafon for which, 
is f{ummed up in the words of our text; For he 
3s the minifter of GOD to thee for good. 


AND this turns our attention to the 


Ill. GENERAL obfervation, viz. 

THE great and primary end of civil govern- 
-ment, (next to the honour of GOD,) 1s the.good 
of ‘mankind ; or the publick intere/t. For be is 
the minfier of GOD to thee for coop. 

THIS is the very end, for which the GOD of 
Heaven inftituted the order. -It is an exprefflion 
of divine benevolence to the -children of men ; 
~whereby they are put into a capacity of acting 
agreeable to their. focial nature; and thereby of 
promoting their own, and each others happinefs. 

And what lower end can render it expedient, or 
beneficial: for men born free; to give up certain 
native rights to others, and fubject: themfelves to 
government ; by incorporating into civil fociety. 


SURELY no people, who have tafted the 
-fweets cf liberty, and enjoyed the happinefs of 
freedom, would ever do it ; but from a rational 

profpect 


ct Cont. 5, 6,7. 
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profpeé of benefit to the whole, and to each~ 
individual. Not to loofe, but with a special view. 
to fecure and perpetuate their perfonal liberties 
and properties, unmolefted ; as well as to enjoy the 
pleatures of focial life, to be. found in fociety- 
only. 

AND*how this may be effedted by the civil 
magiftrate, comes now immediately under con- 
fideration. 

AND this depends, 

FIRST, Upon-civil rulers. themfelves. being. 

good; fearers of GOD, and haters of covetoufnets. 


-—The GOD of Ifrael faid, the rock of Ifrael fpake: 


to me; be that ruleth over men mujft be juft, ruling 
in the fear of GOD. t This qualification GOD 
himfelf requires in civil rulers ; that they 
be men of ftriG probity, vertue and religion ; 
who pay a facred regard to the honour of GOD ; 
by whom kings reign, and princes decree juftice.. 


THE Chriftian fiftem,- (and: that only): can 
fully inftrué us in our duty ; which confifts in 
the love, fear, and veneration of the DEITY.. 
From this reef, the moral and focial vertues {pring, 
with univerfal benevolence to mankind. When 
civil rulers are influenced by this {pirit, nothing. 
can intimidate, nothing obfiruct them in their 


progrefs. 
+ “Hf Sam. 23. 3. 
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progrefs. For he whofe heart is warmed with 
divine love, or (in the emphatic language of ia- 
{piration) toucht with a coal from the holy altar, 
is above frowns or flatteries ; and moves in an 
exalted {phere, calm.and unfhaken : uninfluenced: 


‘with bribes, and. fuperior to oppofition. Vice, 


tho’ it has his fcorn,..yet has his pity too 

for his charity, his benevolence,.is univerfally 
extended to all.. With this {pirit there is a beau- 
tiful coalition of felf-love and benevolence : for 
both are gratified in promoting the good of man- 
kind. When this is the governing temper in 
civil rulers, it will effectually. induce them, to 
make the divine oracles te man of their counfel ; 
and fetch their. maxims of government from.. 
thence, where the: de/t are. to. be found.. 


WICKED rulers, who fear not the Lorp; 
are a curfe to a people, over whom they are fet. 
King David fays, The wicked walk.on every fide, 
when the vileft men are exalted..* GOD has 
fometimes given fuch; but it wasin anger, and-in. 
judgment ; to punith, the madnefs of the times, 
and chaftife a rebellious . people. As were fome. 
of. the kings of Ifrael and Judah ; who did evil 
in the fight of the Lorp, and caufed the people 
to tranfgrefs.. For it is an undoubted truth, that. 
when, corruption lies at, or near the fountain 5 it 

is 
* - Pfalm> xir..8s 


shimfelf, and not the publick emolument. 
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is much more dangerous and hurtful in its confe- 


. quences and eftects, than when found in fome 


remote ftreams only. 

THUS, we-find the impure ftream, opened 
by Jeroboam the. king of Ifrael, in eftablifhing 
idolatry, took a wide {pread ; and run to the end 
of that unhappy kingdom. Hence that fligma 
is fixt upon him by GOD himfelf ; “feroboam the 
fon of Nebat, who made Ifrael to fn. 

WE might inftance likewife in wicked Haman, 
that prime minifter in the Perfian empire ; who 
had fo great afcendency over the king his mafter, 
as to induce him to 2 compliance with, and rati- 


fication of, his impolitic and deteftable plan.; 


for crufhing, and extirpating all the Jews in the 
realm, by a general carnage : which would have 
been much to the king’s damage. The unrigh- 
teous and murderous edict, was fealed with the 
royal. fignet, and forwarded with hafty difpatch, 
to the remoteft colonies in the empire : to be 
executed,-within a prefcribed limited time. But 
GOD, in-his good providence, by the wife coun- 
fel of Mordecai, and interceffion of the queen ; 


defeated the execrable defign, of that corrupt 


minifter ; and brought him, through much dif- 
grace, to a condign punifhment : for he fought 


BUT 


“* 


— ———— 
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-BUT good rulers, are a publick blefling : and 


in a proper fenfe may be called a gift of GOD: 
~ =a token of the divine favour to a people, over 


whom they are fet. For fuch have the good of 
their fubjects at heart, and exercife their political 
wifdom and underftanding, to difcern the figns of 
the times : and their judgment. with prudence; in 
concerting the moft falutary meafures ; together 
with ftedfaft and unfhaken fortitude, purfue them 
for the publick good : improving every favour- 
able opportunity, to promote the ‘intereft and 
happinefs of their fubjects. 

WHEN civil: minifters keep their eye upon 
the proper objeét, and wifely purfue the true end 
of government, difcharging the duties of their 
re{pective departments ; not with contradted f{elf- 
ith views, but with a fpirit of true patriotifm ; a 
people under fuch government, can hardly fail of 
being happy’: except, by a perverfe and wil- 


ful neglect, or vile abufe, of what, in its own 


nature, if duly improved, would conduce to their 


geal. advantage. 


SECONDLY, 
THAT civil minifters of GOD may- reach 


“the end of their appointment, (the publick good), 
-it is neceflary that they be zealous promoters of. 
-E 


religion: ; 
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religion ; and fteady upholders of the publick 
worfhip of GOD. 

AS religion is the higheft glory of a Bedple, 
and morality and vertue, neceflary for the good 
of the ftate ; it is. not afide from the charatter 
of civil rulers, but the nobleft branch of it ; to 
be zealous promoters of vertue and the > publick 
fervice of GOD; as nurfing fathers to his church 
and people. 

KING David’s heart was. warmly engaged in 
this matter. Whatan extafy was he in? Leaped 
for joy + yea danced with all bis might, at the tran- 
flation of the ark. And again he fays, I was glad 
when they faid unto me, let us go into the boufe 
of the LORD. *- Yea, the zeal of GOD's houfe 
cat him up. 

KING Solomon not only worfhipped GOD 
with others, but he himfelf lead the devotion ; 
he prayed with and for his fubjects, at that: 
memorable tranfaction, the dedication of the 
temple. And feemed then to lay in a fund of 
prayers for them ; thatif in any future time, they 
fhould be brought into tribulation and diftrefs, 
and fhould then pray to GOD ; towards (the 
holy temple as a type of, CHRIST) that the 
LORD would bear from Heaven, forgive and 


Save them. q 
KING 


*  Pialm cxxii, 1. q I Kings viii, 
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KING Afa commanded Fudab to feek the LORD- 
GOD of their fathers, and to do the law. and the 
commandment. t 

HEZEKIAH, from the moment he bezan to 
reign, exprefled his zeal for the fervice of GOD ; 
be brought in the priefts and levites to cleanfe the 
boufe of the LORD. || 

AND good Jofiah reftored the true worthip 
of GOD ; not only in Judah, but in the ten 
tribes alfo : be repaired the LORD's boufe, and 
ordered the book of the law to be read. § 

NO one, who allows religion to be beneficial 
to the ftate, can hefitate a moment, whether it. 
be conducive to the publick intereft, and good of 
mankind ; for civil rulers zealoufly to concern 
themfelves in promoting religion and vertue. 
And examples, efpecially in high characters, 
fem to carry in them the force of commands ;. 
for they are, eagerly copied by thofe in lower. 


rank. 


THIRDLY, 
THAT civil minifters of GOD ‘may reach the 
end’of their inftitution, the good of mankind; ‘tis 
requifite that they ena fuch laws, and form fuch 
political Yeptilations ‘agreeable ‘to ‘the conftitution 
of the community, as are found ‘neceflary for 
athe 


t II Chron. xiv. 4. || and chap. xxix, § IT Chron. xxxiv. chap. 
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the fafety, peace, and good order of the ftate. 
For no community of any kind, however well 
formed, can exift in character ; -without laws 
and regulations fuited to the ftate, and circum- 
ftances of the body : whereby, every wholfome 
member of fociety, may .find prote@tion,,and re- 
ceive benefit. For in a community wifely formed, 
and duly provided with laws, and all needful re- 
gulations for publick. good; the weakeft mem- 
bers are fecure as .the«ftrongeft ; the poor as 
the rich ; each-having.the.ftrength of the whole 
community, for -his defence and, fafeguard. To 
provide which,-is doubtlefs within the. province 
of the legiflature ; and the nature and well-being 
of fociety renders it neceflary. And when this 
is done, and provided for by the legiflative body ; 
a. good bafis is laid, for focial happinefs, and pub- 
lick advantage : efpecially, if to this there 
be added, 


FOURTHLY, 

A wife, able, and faithful adminiftration.— 
Which conduces much to the publick emolu- 
ment,—-the peace and happinefs of fociety ; and 
is abfolutely. neceflary, to anfwer the great and 
good ends of government. When adminiftration 
or executive. power, is. lodged in. the hands of 
difcerning, wife, and underftanding men ; who 

execute 
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execute the truft repofed in them, with -fkill, 
fidelity, and unfhaken fortitude, in the impartial 
adminiftration of juftice ; they become a terror 
to evil-doers : as well as defend the caufe of 
the juft. They act then.in character. For they 


bear not the {word in vain ; but are fervants, or 


minifters of GOD for publick good. For when 


a {pirit of mercy and truth, by which iniquity is 


purged, 4 runs through all ranks and orders of 
men, in civil truft and power, even down to the 
loweft informing officer ; it fenfibly beats down 
the head of vice, and checks the abounding of 
iniquity. ‘Tranfgreffors will be afraid of the 
fword; nor dare refit the power. For there are 
doubtlefs many: perfons, of a vicious diffolute 
character ; who do not fubmit and obey for con- 


fcience fake, yet would do it for wrath.—But. 


if a fy{tem of the beft laws be enaéted and pub- 
lithed, yet if treated with neglect, or undue exe- 
cution of them; the good ends of government 
cannot be obtained. 

TIS therefore neceffary that there be fet thrones 
of judgment : and they who fit thereon, be not 
only endowed with wifdom & underftanding ; but 
likewife de/pife the gain of oppreffion, and fhake their 


hands from holding of bribes: and thence admi-. 


nifter juftice. with an impartial hand ; whence. 
F the 


“q Prov, xviv 6. 
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the fubje& has a conftitutional right to look for 
it. For be is the minifier of GOD to thee for 
ood. 

z HENCE faith the prophet Amos ; let judgment 
run down as waters, and righteou/ne/s as a mighty 
Stream. || 

- THUS does the due. adminiftration of civil 
power, in the executive branch of it, difcounte- 


nance and punith vice ; and eftablith righteoufnefs . 


and truth : which conduceth much to the pub- 
lick good. No doubt, but king Jehofhaphat 
viewed it in this light : who not only provided 
good laws, but looked well to the execution of 


them. He fet judges in the land, throughout all the | 


Senced cities of Fudab, city by city ; and faid to the 
judges, take heed what ye do: for ye judge not for 
man, but for the LORD, who is with you in judg- 


ment. Wherefore now, let the fear of the LORD « 


A noble 


be upon you, take heed and do it. ¢ 
example this, worthy of imitation. 


And FIFTHLY;. 
THAT civil rulers may reach the end of their 
inftitution, (the publick good), ’tis expedient, that 
they countenance gnd encourage fobriety, tempe- 


rance, frugality and induftry ; fo neceflary for the _ 


publick peace, wealth and happinefs.° And like- 


: wife . 


} Amosv. 24, . $ IL Chron, xix. 5,6, 7.~ 


Ee a a a oe 


An Election Sérmon. 27° 


wif: duly frown upon, and check the oppofite 
vices ; fuch as intemperance, idlenefs, prodigality 
and diffolutenefs ; fo burtful to the publick and 
deftructive to individuals. . For thefe have a train 
of other vices, they are either conneéted with, 
or productive of ; which prey upon the vitals of 
the ftate, fap the foundation of government, and 
produce much diforder tending to a general ruin. 
Thefe are fome of the fins of Sodom, which brought 
down the judgments of Heaven, to the overthrow 
of the city, and the deftruGtion of its incorrigi- 
bly wicked inhabitants. - Pride, ful/ne/s of bread, 
and abundance of idlenefs was inber.§ ‘To frown 
upon, and corre@ fuch vices and deftructive evils, 


is within the magiftrates claim ; whofe end is the =: 


publick peace and happinels. 

GOOD rulers, affiduoufly attentive to their 
work, will view themfelves under facred obliga- 
tions, to exercife their vigilance and authority, 
to fupprefs vice ; and encourage vertue in every 
fpecies of it. For they are not a terror to good 
works, but to the evil. If thou do that which is 
evil, be afraid ; (fays the Apoftle), for be beareth 
nat. the word in vain ; but is by office (as GOD's 
civil minifter ;) @ revenger, to execute wrath upor 
him that doth evil. 


To obferve once more, 
SIXTHLY; 


@ .-Ezek, xvi. 49... 
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SIX TBLY. 

CIVIL minifters, (as an ordinance of GOD) 
are for publick good, when they are fuitably at- 
tentive to the duties of their refpective depart- 
ments ; devoting their time and talents, fo far, as 
the bufinefs of government requires, to fecure and 
advance the publick intereft. St. Paul calls them 
GOD’s miniflers, attending continually upon this Very . 
thing. Being induftrious to know the ftate of the 
community ; and feel their relation tothe fubjects 
with a tender affe@ion for them. 

THUS did Jehofhaphat, by vifiting his kingdom 
through all his dominions, in his own perfon ; 
after he had done it by his officers. And by this 
practice, he became perfonally acquainted with 
the ftate of his fubjects ; correéted the diforders 
he found ; and provided what he judged needful, 
for their future peace and happinefs. +t 

WISE rulers will not fail of being publick be- 
nefactors, when they feel a benevolency of heart 
to their fubjects ; as nurfing fathers, and guardi- 
ans of their rights and privileges :—when they 
are ealy of accefs, by the loweft of the people in 
their diftrefles :—ready to redrefs their grievan- 
ces :——defend the poor, prote& the widow and 
the fatherlefs. a“ 

THE bufinefs of government, becomes com- 

paritively 
{ 1 Chron, xix. 4, and 9, &c. 


/ 
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» paratively eafy, when they rule in the hearts of 
the people : who. will then find it their pleafure, 
as well as duty, to yield a chearful fubjeCtion ; 
not only for wrath, but. alfo for confcience fake 
When this is the happy cafe, government is weli 
eftablithed. The fubject will Jove, honour, and 
revere the magiftrate. And rulers will hold the 
reins. with eafe, and govern thie affairs of . {tate 
with pleafure : proving themfelves, to be civil 
minifters of GOD, for publick good to the peo- 
ple. And when their whole character is brought 
into view, it evidently appears, that the great and 

rimary end of civil rulers as a divine ordinance, 


4s, (next to GOD’s glory) the good of.mankind. 


_I HAVE now gone through with my propofed 
plan, in a dodtrinalwway ; and the body of the 
difcourfe being fo much of a practical nature, that 
I thall throw all the improvement I make, into 
. thofe ufual addreffes, which cuftom has rendered 
decent on this occafion. 

_To which we now. proceed. 


And here. FIRST; 
“WITH all due deference to dignified charact- 
. ers; and yet with afreedom becoming a chriftian 
minifter : I thall addrefs the honorable, the Go- 
. VERNOR, the Deputy-GoveRnor,. the Assis- 
-TANTS 
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TANTS in council, and the REPRESENTATIVES 
of the freemen, convened in general court. * 


~ Honoured, and much refpetted SENATORS ; 


1 HAVE attempted in miniature to bring into 
view, the nature and end of magiftracy. The end 
for which you are advanced to feats of dignity, 
above your brethren ; and the civil (word put into 
your hands as an ordinance of GOD: not indo-~ 
lently to fleep in the chair of government ; much 
lefs, wantonly to exercife your power, for telf- 
gratification and perfonal intereft : but rather to 
improve it, with wifdom, vigilance and fidelity, 
for the publick emolument. _ 

THIS is the great, the worthy object, you are 
conftantly to hold in view, as civil minifters of 


GOD, defigned for publick ufefulnefs—zhe good. 


of mankind. . : 

AND we would this day, ‘gratefully acknow- 
ledge the {miles of Heaven upon us ; that our po- 
litical fathers and guardians, hitherto, have pur- 
fued that noble objeét, with fo defirable fuccefs : 
for that many worthy deeds have been done by 
then =: , 

WE confide in your known abilities, and inte- 


gfity of heart ; that your patriotck fire will yet 


burn: fo that the community of which ‘you are 
: a 
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a part, may long feel your benign influence, to 
their fenfible happinefs and real advantage. Then 
will they fit under your political fhadow, with 
great delight. ‘te 

THE return of this anniverfary day of election, 


refre(hes our minds with our ELECTIVE PRIiVI-— 


LteGEs : when the fuffrages of the freemen: are 
brought into publick view ; and the chief feats 
of government, filled, (dy the good band of our 
GOD yet upon us.) not with ftrangers ; but with 


our brethren ; who will naturally care for our 


ftate. 
Howorep Jrs,’. : 
WE rely on your integrity and wifdom ; and 
have a right to look to you, (under GOD the 
fupreme RULER) and expec to receive benefit 


from the exercife of that-power, with which you — 


are invefted. Fhat according to your political 
fkil, you will purfue thofe falubrious meafures ; 
bett adapted to promote the publick weal, and 
reach the good ends of government; (fecurity, to 
the: perfons and properties of the fubjedts :) for 
which purpofe you are now convened, in your le- 
flative.charaéter. - 1 Osis: aaah 

TIS not for me, (I am fenfible) to put on didt- 
ator-thip. However, may I be permitted to afk, 
whether the ftate of the college, does not merit 2 


{hare in your "political deliberations ; and claim: 


your 


ie 
— 
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your friendly afliftance; to.putit into a reputable 
condition ; beft adapted to anfwer the important 
ends of its inftitution ? 

THIS honorable General Court, need not be 
informed, of the apparent neceffity of.a new edi- 
fice being erected, for the accommodation of the “ 
fludents ; and thereby relieving them, of the pre- 
fent neceflity, and great inconveniency, of crow~ 
ding into -private.families as boarders. 

HAVE not both church and common-wealth, 
received fignal advantage; from .that.fource of 
light and knowledge ; and might not more be yet 
expected, with growing increafe j-if-that feminary, 
(the glory of the.colony,) meets with fufficient en- 
couragement and relief, from the civil board ? 

IT is therefore, earneftly recommended to this 
honorable legiflature, that. they would form some 
plan, cr come into fome meafures, as their wif- 
dom fhall direét, for the building of a new col- 
lege ; and the granting fuch other favours, as are 
found needful ;. for the future profperity, of that 
{chool :of the prophets. -In doing of.which, (’tis 
apprehended), rulers, would.act. in character, .as 
civil minifters of GOD, for publick. good to,man-= 
kind.— 

_ But to proceed ; = 
=WOULD it be unfeafonable on this occafion, 


to afk ; Is there not a growing-evil in this colony, 
worthy 
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worthy of the attention of our civil guardians, 
to provide a remedy for ? I mean the Jur prizing 
number of law-fuits ; and their iffues fo often pro- 
tracted. The difadvantages of which, are too 
numerous and manifeft, to need a rehéarfal at 
this time. But fhould this wife legiflature, pro- 
vide aremedy, for fo deftruGtive an evil; ’tis ima- 
gined, they would do real fervice to the govern= 
ment in general; and merit the thanks of the 
publick. ' 

ONCE more, (with indulgence). Do not the 
times befpeak the attention of this honorable 
board ; to devife fome method, to prevent the 
multiplying of vagrant beggars, and idle perfons, 
ftroling up and down the colony? indangering 
our properties, if not our lives too. Many of whom, 
are well able to fupport themfelves, and benefit 
the publick, if put to labour: which it appears 
they have no difpofition for, if they can find but 
a.flender {apport without it. 

THEIR beggary, and idle manner of {pending 
time, breeds many vices, detrimental to the ftate : 
particularly, the temptation is ftrong, for lying 
and theft: which lead on to high-way robbery 
and murder. To prevent which, might not the 
civil fathers of the people a& in character, and 
ferve the publick to good purpofe ; by ordering 


fuch vagrants to be taken up, and put to fervice 
H -for 
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for a maintenance ? Or if this be judged impo- 
litick : May I yet afk, Is tranfportation acrofs 
the atlantick, practicable only from eaf to weft 2 
Can there be no fuch thing, as remittances made 
of a fpecies, the greater part of which has pro- 
bably croffed the feas ; in the defpicable character 
of convicts ?. But ‘tis readily fubmitted, to the 
fuperiour wifdom of this honorable legiflature, 
to adopt the moft falutary meafures, for redreffing 
our publick grievances. 

WORTHY. fenators, whom I honour and re- 


vere ; we confide in your pious regard forthe . 


honour of GOD ; that you will carefully provide, 
all within your province, for the due obfervation 


of the Lorp’s-Day ; with a conftant attendance » 


on the publick worthip of GOD. 

GREAT and important isthe publick truft in 
your hands :——You will need the exertion of your 
fuperiour wifdom, and tried abilities ; in your 
feveral departments ; to comport with your cha- 
racter, as civil minifters of GOD, for publick 
good: and above all other dependencies, to make 
Him your truft and helper, who is Wifdom itfelf ; 
and fays, By me kings reign, and princes decree 
juftice. By me princes rule, and nobles, even all the 
judges of the earth. + You will profitably con- 
template the méflage, which GOD fent to sens 

a, 


t+  Prov.. viii, 15, 16. 
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Afa, Judah and Benjamin. The LORD js with 
you, while ye be with him; and if ye feck him, be 
will be found of you ; but if ye forfake him, be will 
JSorfake you. * Qn which important paflage, the 
celerated Doct. Owen remarks ;. ‘* That the pre- 
‘* fence of GOD with a people, in {pecial provi- 
‘* dential difpenfations, for their good ; depends, 
‘© on their obediential prefence with him, in their 
«* publick adminiftrations to his glory.” And if 
this be the courfe you fteer,. while you condu& 
the bufinefs of the ftate, you will not fail of being 
a publick blefling to this colony. And if you are 
faithful to ferve GOD,-and your generation, ac- 
cording to his will, until death ; he will not fail, 
to beftow upon you, acrown of “fe, 


IN the next-place, I thail turn to the minifters 
of CHRIST convened on this occafion. . 


MY reverend Fathers, and dear Brethren: 

IS the great and primary end of the czvé/ mini- 
ftry, (next to the honour of GOD) the good of 
mankind ? it zs of curs, more emphatically fo, by 
divine defignation and appointment, as minifters 
of religion. e: 

INDULGE me then, a brief attempt, to warm 
your hearts and my own, with a fenfe of the 

peculiar. 
* "dt Chron, eve 25.. 5 
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peculiar obligations upon us, to fulfil the faored 


miniftry, we have received in the Lorn. 

THE honour of GOD our SAVIOUR, who 
has bled and died for the fheep, is deeply con- 
cerned init : our own, and the beft good to the 
fouls of men, depends much, on our hearty con- 
currence with the benevolent defigns of redeem- 
ing love; and in advancing the honour of divine 
grace, in the falvation of men. 

THE smportant and arduous embafage we have 
undertaken, demands our attention ; our {trict ad- 
herence to the facred inftructions given us: and 
with perfevering fidelity purfue our work, while 
we have a ftanding in‘the Lorn’s vineyard. 

WE are to preach like dying men, to dying 
creatures ; bound into the eternal world, to appear 
before GOD rhe judge of all: knowing that we 
may not long continue by reafon of death. And 
fhall not ¢47s, be a powerful /Zimulus, to redouble 
cur diligence, with fervent application, to what- 
foever our hands’ find to do, that will turn to a 

ood account, in the day of the Lorp Jesus? 

'TIS true, we are fet for the defence of the 
gotpel ; and upon occafion, muft earneitly contend 
for the faith. But we have no time to watte, 
in warm debates, about things not effential to a 
ftate of grace—divine confolation—an holy life— 
or eternal falvation. Which are apt to gender 


ftrife, and create alienation and difunion. 
MAY 


An Ele&ion Sermon. 37 


MAY we’not more profitably, for GOD and 
‘man ; unite our efforts, to bring the divine cha- 
racter into view, and that of fallen man ?—to pro- 
claim the terrors of the LORD, againft all un- 
godlinefs and unrighteoufnefs of men :—to aiarm 
the fecure in fin—and point them to the city 
of refuge :—to unfold, and evince the do¢trines 
of grace, the grand peculiarities of the gofpel of 
JESUS :—to open to the view of our hearers, 
the gofpel way of life ;—acquaint them, with the 
terms of peace and acceptance with GOD, thro’ 
the blood and merits of JESUS CHRIST ; upon 
the plan of the new and well-ordered covenant ; 
and befeech finners in CHRIST’s ftead, to be 
reconciled to GOD.: yea, compel them to come 
in, that CHRIST’s houfe may be filled. 

WE are to preach CHRIST, and Ais unfearch- 
able riches : and urge the importance of holinefs, 
both in heart, and in life. -And in order to which, 
evidence the neceflity of a new heart ;—of repen- 
tance towards GOD, and of faith. in our LORD 
fESUS CHRIST. Weare likewife, to inculcate 
the duties of focial life; with every fpecies of 
chriftian morality ; and prefs the necefiity.of fub-. 
jection to the civil magiftrate, as an ordinance of 
GOD : and that, not only for wrath, but alfo for 
.confcience fake. 


LET us, reverend firs, by united endeavours, - 
I Jirengthen 


38 An Eleétion Sermon: 


firengthen the things which remain that are ready — 
to die: And diligently watch for fouls, as they who. 

muft give an account. And may we be honoured, 
as humble inftruments, in turning many to righ- 
teouinefs. And when we are.difmiffed, from 
our labéurs in the Lorn’s vineyard ; may we 
then meet the rewards of the faithful, in GOD’s . 
eternal kingdom. | 


THE addrefs will now clofe, with a few words 
to the afflembly in general. mn 


My brethren, | a ee 

ARE civil rulers an ordinance of GOD, de- 
figned by Heaven for good to mankind ? Then 
they are to be known and treated in character. 
Let none imagine, that ‘tis characteriftick of good 
rulers, to be all lenity and mercy; for fuch would 
not be for the publick emolument : the peace 
and good of fociety. But if thou do that which 
is evil, be afraid ; for he beareth not the fwordin | 
vain. Nor may he do fo. But he is the mini- 
fter cf GOD by office ; a revenger to execute wrath 
upon bim that doth evil. 

AS you are members of fociety, you are under 
obligations, as well as the rulers, to feek its good ; . 
in promoting the publick wealth, peace, and hap- 
pinefs ;—to fhun faétion, aud difcountenance 

groundlefs 
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groundlefs furmifes againft the rulers of the peo- 
ple, which if tolerated, will tend to enervate the 
finews of government ; and much diforder the 
body politick. But rather, render unto all. their 
dues : And follow after the things which make for 
peace, and. things wherewith one may edify another. +: 
That thereby you may ftrengthen the hands of 
the rulers,-and render government both eafy to 
them, and beneficial to yourfelves : yielding fub- 
jeQtion for confcience-fake, under the {weet and 
powerful influence of religion. Fear GOD, ho- 
nour the king, and pray for all in authority overt 
us ; that we may lead a quiet ana peaceable life, in 
all godline/t and bonefty.* Depart from evil, and 
practice that which is good. Remembering, it is 
righteoufnefs, that exalteth a nation ; but finisa . 
reproach to any people. || Pray for the peace of 
Ferufalem 3 they Jeall profper that love thee. | - 
And happy is that people, whofe GOD 1s the 

LORD. j 


+ Rom. xiv. 19.- * I Tim. ii, 2. | Prov. xiv. 34. 
| Pfal. cxxii. 6. 4} Pfal. cxliv. 15. 
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